CMS finalized a permanent requirement for pre-enrollment verification of Special Enrollment Periods (SEPs) on federal-platform exchanges, removing the sunset date this policy previously carried. Verification now extends beyond loss-of-coverage SEPs to additional qualifying events, such as marriage or divorce, and federal exchanges must verify eligibility for at least 75% of new SEP enrollments. Consumers must submit supporting documentation rather than simply attesting to their qualifying event, and coverage is only effectuated once that verification is complete and the enrollee has paid their first month's premium (the "binder payment") — meaning enrollment isn't finalized until both steps are satisfied.

